з 
Іп the Vedas, Indra is invoked more often than апу other 


deity. Nearly one-fourth of the hymns in the Rigveda are 
addressed to him. 

The earliest reference to the battle between Indra and 
Vritra is found in the Rigveda in which Vritra is described 
as the demon of drought. Indra killed the demon and 
liberated water, earning the title VRITRAHAN - the slayer 
of Vritra. In the Rigveda, Indra was praised as a com- 
'passionate friend, a brother, a father and mother in one. 
With the rise of Vaishnavism (4th century В. С.), 
however, Indra lost his place of importance to Vishnu. In 
the Puranic versions, Indra invariably runs to Vishnu, 
whenever he is in trouble. He is beaten again and again 
by the Asuras and he is able to emerge victorious only 
when Vishnu bestows on him his guidance and favour. 
Our account ої Indra’s encounter with his arch enemy, 
Vritra, is based оп the Bhagawat Purana, which differs а 
great deal from versions of the same episode in the 
Vedas and the Mahabharata. 
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DEFEATED IN THE BATTLE, INDRA SOUGHT 5 


WHAT YOU LACK © 
THE SPIRITUAL 
GUIDANCE OF A 


GO AND SEEK THE 
HELP OF VISHWARUPA, 
À THE SON OF SAGE 
TWASHTA . 


VISHWARUPA HAS SUBDUED 
HIS PASSIONS COMPLETELY. 
„ HE WILL BE THE IDEAL 


BUT HIS MOTHER ላ 
15 RELATED TO 
THE ASURAS! 


YOU KNOW WHAT 

15 BEST, МУ LORD. 

1 WILL TAKE YOUR 
ADVICE. 


INDRA & VRITRA 
INDRA CALLED ON THE THREE-HEADED VISHWARUPA. 
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THE BATTLE WITH . 
THE ASURAS PROVED 
INDECISIVE. 


" WHAT COULD THE 
SECRET OF THEIR 
RENEWED STRENGTH 


O, GURU, PLEASE 
PRAY FOR OUR 
ABSOLUTE. 

VICTORY. 


EN 7 : 

(2 м 

| SHALL PERFORM f 
А SACRIFICE FOR 
з YOUR SUCCESS.- 


A. ...AND FOR THE 
PLY success OF THE 


бы Г 
| АУ ASURAS ТОО. ١ 
v P 


INDRA & VRITRA 
ALL THE DEVAS ASSEMBLED TO WATCH INDRA WHO WAS SEATED NEAR 
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AS THE GURU FELL, ONE OF HIS HEADS TOOK THE FORM OF A CHATAKA BIRD, ANOTHER 
OF A SPARROW AND THE THIRD OF A PHEASANT. ALL THE THREE SOARED HIGH IN 
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AS LORD VISHNU APPEARED, INDRA AND 
THE OTHER DEVAS FELL AT HIS FEET. 


INDRA PRAYED TO LORD VISHNU. 
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“WITHIN SECONDS WE REPLACED HIS OWN 
HEAD.” _ чил ШЫЦЫ 


“THE MOMENT НЕ FINISHED, HIS NEW 
HEAD SPLIT UP INTO PIECES.” 
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I AM HONOURED ВУ 
YOUR VISIT, O DEVAS! 


TELL ME HOW | CAN 
SERVE YOU. 


BUT, MY LORD, | AM 
A RECLUSE. | HAVE 
NO POSSESSIONS. 
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O GREAT SAGE,LORD NO ORDINARY WEAPON CAN 
VISHNU HAS TOLD US KILL HIM. WE HAVE THEREFORE 
THAT YOU ALONE CAN COME TO BEG YOU FOR THE 
SAVE THE UNIVERSE ONLY WEAPON THAT CAM. 
FROM THE EVIL VRITRA. 


YOU DO. YOUR BONES. 
YOUR SEVERE AUSTERITIES 
HAVE MADE YOUR BONES 
STRONG. VRITRA CAN BE 
SLAIN ONLY BY A WEAPON 
“MADE OF YOUR 
BONES ! 
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THEN VISHWAKARMA, THE CELESTIAL ARCHITECT LORD, HERE 16 THE DEADLIEST 
TOOK HIS BONES AND BEGAN MAKING A OF WEAPONS, VAJRA, THE 
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RUN AFTER COWARDS? 
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SEIZING THE OPPORTUNITY, 


VRITRA AIMED HIS 
TERRIBLE TRIDENT AT 
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FIGHT. YOU MISS NOT KNOWN TO US. FIGHT, 
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TO HIS SURPRISE , INDRA FOUND HIMSELF ALONG WITH AIRAVATA, HE FELL INTO THE 
BEING DRAWN TOWARDS THE ASURA. MOUTH OF THE ASURA, WENT DOWN 
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